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Highlights

Announcements

The Global Platform for Sharing Experience and Assessing Progress
Following up on the Inter-Agency Task Force for Disaster Risk Reduction (IATF/
DR) with a broader engagement of Governments, regional organizations and the 
civil society, the first session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 
will take place in Geneva from 5 to 7 June 2007. The session will provide an 
opportunity to share experience and assess progress in the implementation of the 
Hyogo Framework for Action. Participants in the first session are Governments, 
IATF/DR members and organizations associated with the IATF/DR. Through a 
moderated high-level dialogue and statements, the first day of the session will make the social and 
economic case for disaster risk reduction, through the lens of two major factors of risks, namely 
climate change and unsafe urban development.  On the second day, workshops will provide the 
opportunity to exchange experience around the theme ‘Disaster Risk Reduction as a National 
Priority’. The preparations of these workshops are being facilitated by the World Bank, UNDP, 
WMO, ProVention and other partners.  Further focus will by given to four specific sectors, namely 
education, facilitated by UNESCO on behalf of the thematic cluster/platform on Knowledge and 
Education; health facilitated by WHO; the environment, facilitated by UNEP and IUCN on behalf 
of the Environment and Disaster Working Group;  and disaster management and preparedness 
facilitated by UN/OCHA. The third day will focus on assessing progress in the implementation of the 
Hyogo Framework and discussing priorities for action at various levels, including in thematic areas of 
work, for example early warning system and effective disaster recovery. Side events, organized by 
partners, will present initiatives and good practices. The organizers are making efforts to promote a 
carbon neutral event, offsetting greenhouse gas emissions related to travel and the venue, as well 
as using recycled material for the documentation. All participants are encouraged to contribute to 
this effort.  For more information, www.preventionweb.net/globalplatform

Curbing Urban Exposure to Risk  
At a meeting in Kobe, Japan, a consensus to launch a Global Forum on Urban and Megacities Risk 
was reached among a group of city associations, including the United Cities of Local Governments, 
Metropolis, CityNet, ICLEI and EMI, UN agencies (UNDP, UN HABITAT,UN/ISDR, UNCRD), 
ProVention Consortium, the World Bank, and representatives of governments and representatives 
from highly risk prone municipalities (Mumbai, Quito, Manila, Tehran). Organizations like WHO, 
OCHA and OECD had also expressed their interest in this subject. The Forum, which will be 
launched during the ISDR Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, should focus its activities on 
bringing tools and commitment to cities on how to implement risk reduction measures to address the 
root causes of urban vulnerabilities and filling the current gaps in knowledge, policy, organization, 
and practice related to urban and megacities’ disaster risk reduction. Furthermore, the gathering 
in Kobe served to advocate for the mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction in the urban context, 
with the city associations and to integrate an urban disaster risk reduction agenda with state and 
international obligations related to poverty alleviation, sustainable development and environmental 
management – also proposing to adapt the Hyogo Framework for Action to cities for adoption and 
promotion among city authorities. The Forum could be envisioned as a thematic cluster of the 
Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in urban areas, similar to the Platform for the Promotion 
of Early Warning Platform or the International Recovery Platform.
Contact Mr. Hossein Kalali, hossein.kalali@undp.org

Call for contributions on good 
practices in disaster risk education 
and school safety
All contributions should be sent to 
Laura Ngo-Fontaine by 31 May 2007
Contact: ngo-fontaine@un.org

http://www.unisdr.org/eng/sasakawa/2007/Sasakawa-Award-2007-English.pdf
mailto: ngo-fontaine@un.org
www.preventionweb.net/globalplatform
mailto: hossein.kalali@undp.org
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Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction: Higher on the World’s Agenda
The fourth assessment report on climate change impacts, adaptation and vulnerability 
was released by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) this April 2007.  
Attended by 366 participants, including scientists and representatives from governments, 
UN agencies and non-governmental organizations, the IPPC meeting, in Belgium from 
2-6 April 2007, focused on the line-by-line negotiation of the Summary for Policy Makers 
(SPM), as well as the acceptance of the underlying assessment report and technical 
summary. The key findings highlighted in the SPM emphasize the observed and projected 
impacts of climate change in the world’s regions and productive systems. It provides 
evidence that global warming will exacerbate human vulnerability to disasters.  For 
example, increased rainfall will trigger floods and landslides; more frequent droughts will 
affect water availability and crop yields; higher temperatures will bring more heat waves; 
and warmer oceans will produce more intense storms. The hardest hits include: the Artic; 
sub Saharan Africa - facing more drought, food scarcity and human health problems; 
small islands developing states - facing sea-level rise and storms; and Asian megadeltas 
because of high population and depleted glaciers that will cause water scarcity. And it is 
the poorest who will suffer the most as they have the least means to adapt. The report 
warns that people will need to adapt to face the impact from the warming that is already 
unavoidable, due to past greenhouse gas emissions, and explains that adaptation to 
current weather extremes can increase resilience to climate change. The IPCC calls for 
more extensive adaptation to reduce vulnerability to future climate change, including by 
integrating consideration of climate change impacts in development planning and existing 
disaster risk reduction strategies.  For more information, http://www.ipcc.ch

WFP’s Compliance with the Hyogo Framework for Action
The World Food Programme (WFP) has initiated a process to review its compliance with 
the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA). The Emergency Preparedness and Response 
Branch received funding from the Swedish Government for a project which will strengthen 
WFP’s Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) capacity, in compliance with the HFA. The 
objectives of the project are to create a policy guidance framework for natural disasters 
with special emphasis on Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Mitigation and to 
develop a corporate strategy for WFP’s compliance with the HFA. A number of field case 
studies to assess WFP’s DDR capacity are being undertaken in Bangladesh, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Haiti and Tajikistan, with the support of WFP’s regional and country offices. 
The project will be completed by December 2007 and its methodology and results can 
be shared within the ISDR community upon request. Each year, WFP assists an average 
of 90 million food insecure people in more than 80 countries worldwide. About one third 
of these beneficiaries, some 30-40 million people, consist of those directly and primarily 
affected by natural disasters. 
Contact Mr. Jakob Wernerman, jakob.wernerman@wfp.org or Mr. Etienne Labande, etienne.
labande@wfp.org 

New Post-Graduate Program “Disaster Preparedness, Mitigation and 
Management”
A new post-graduate program, “Disaster Preparedness, Mitigation and Management” 
instills the necessary interdisciplinary capacities to manage and minimize the effects 
of disasters on people, especially for those who are on the front-lines of disaster 
response and preparedness. The academicians and practitioners at the Asian Institute 
of Technology, Bangkok, Thailand and partner institutions are determined through this 
new program to contribute more toward bringing this know-how to disaster managers 
and engineers. As part of this effort, courses are designed to accommodate applicants 
with engineering, architecture, natural and social science, as well as management 
backgrounds. 
http://www.ait.ac.th/dpmm  

Online Country-by-Country Global 
Hazard Database
www.interragate.info
A new online natural hazards database 
designed to assist disaster management 
NGOs, humanitarian agencies and rescue 
teams responding to natural disasters, named 
inTERRAgate, was launched. It provides a 
framework for uploading natural hazard and risk 
data at a national level, together with in-country 
contact details for disaster first-responders. It 
contains introductory information on natural 
hazard threats facing ten of the world’s most 
vulnerable nations (Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 
Cameroon, Chile, El Salvador, Indonesia, Iran, 
Jamaica, Mexico and the Philippines). Like the 
online encyclopaedia, Wikipedia, inTERRAgate 
is designed to be ‘owned’ by data suppliers and 
users, who are able to upload information and 
influence content. 

Climate Appraisal
www.climateappraisal.com 
This new site provides a wide variety of 
customized climate and environmental risk 
information for any address by combining 
historical data and scientific forecasts. Users can 
receive information on 50 environmental and 
human-induced risk factors, including shoreline 
reduction from climate change, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, earthquakes, drought, flooding, 
disease, pollution, and many others.

Planning for Disaster Division
http://disasterjunkiesunite.blogspot.com
This informal blog, started by a member of the 
American Planning Association is a forum for 
discussing the framework for a new division 
that would address disasters, natural hazards, 
and emergency management as they relate to 
planning.

WEB RESOURCES

mailto: jakob.wernerman@wfp.org
mailto: etienne.labande@wfp.org
http://www.ipcc.ch
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Middle East and North Africa: Strengthening Disaster 
Risk Reduction Partnerships
”Building Partnership for Disaster Risk Reduction and Natural 
Hazards Risk Management” was the theme of the first workshop 
for the Middle East and North Africa region, organized by UN/ISDR 
in cooperation with World Bank, in Cairo (18-21 April 2007). This 
is part of an ongoing collaboration among the two organizations to 
strengthen disaster risk reduction partnerships in the region. Over 
60 participants came from 14 countries, international, regional 
organizations and as individual experts, including from the Arab 
League and UNDP. The aim of the workshop was to review the 
concepts of hazard vulnerability and disaster risk reduction, in order 
to explore how this is played out in the region. Further, sectorial 
issues and ways to enhance regional cooperation of disaster risk 
reduction were discussed. During the conference, participants had 
the chance to exchange experiences with regional colleges and 
benefit from the presence of invitees from Central America and India. 
The participating countries proposed a regional platform to be set-
up and that national authorities should promote national platforms 
for disaster risk reduction to be established to create a link from the 
national and region levels to the global ISDR system. The participants 
welcomed UN/ISDR presence in the region and future cooperation to 
that end.   
Contact Mr. Mostafa Mohaghegh, mohaghegh@un.org

Top African Prize for the 16th Global Painting Competition
Africa’s regional winners of 16th International Children’s Painting 
Competition on the Environment were announced on Earth day, 22nd 
April 2007. This year’s theme was Climate 
Change. Children aged 6 - 14 were invited 
to express their hopes and fears about 
the climate change through the medium 
of art. This years painting competition 
attracted over 363 entries from 16 countries 
in Africa.  This annual competition was 
jointly organized by the United Nations Environment Programme, the 
Japan-based Foundation for Global Peace and Environment, Bayer 
and Nikon. 
http://www.unep.org

Africa: 
www.unisdr.org/africa

Asia & the Pacific:  
www.unisdr.org/asiapacific

Latin America & the Caribbean:  
www.eird.org

Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning:  
www.unisdr.org/ppew/info-resources

REGIONAL NEWS
For more information about disaster risk reduction 
activities at the regional level please visit the following:

INDIA launched a Network for Disaster Management 
Experts in disaster management across the country will be 
networked with the aim of sharing experiences in the field. The 
network `Solution Exchange’, that links practitioners in disaster 
management, was unveiled by General N C Vij, Vice Chairperson 
of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA). The 
members of the Solution Exchange will focus on various disaster 
management issues, techniques and tools as also policy issues. 
Gen Vij said though many initiatives have been taken in the field 
of disaster management, there was a need for a community-
based programme in the area. Also, the government should 
strengthen Civil Defence, in order to provide immediate relief 
and efforts should be made to use the Army as the last resort, 
he added. Gen Vij also said the NDMA was for incorporation of 
disaster management programmes in all developmental projects 
being undertaken in the 11th Five Year Plan. The UN’s solution 
exchange forum has about 8,000 members sharing their views 
and providing practical solutions on issues like AIDS, education, 
environment, food and nutritional security, gender and public 
health education. There are about 248 disaster-prone districts in 
India. Some of them have been badly hit by cyclone, tsunami, 
flood, drought and earthquake.
http://www.solutionexchange-un.net.in/drm.htm 

April: Earthquake Preparedness Month
April is an earthquake preparedness month in the United States, 
and officials in high-risk areas across the country were giving 
citizens the resources to better prepare for an earthquake.The 
City of San Bernardino, California, for example, provided its 
citizens a comprehensive list of what to do before, during, and 
after an earthquake. The city recommended its citizens be 
ready to be self-sufficient for 72 hours following a quake. San 
Bernardino’s earthquake preparedness information can be 
viewed:
http://www.ci.san-bernardino.ca.us/fire/earthquake.html

A Musical for Children in the Wake of Disaster
Impact – the Musical, part of the EU project “Citizens and 
Resilience” aims to balance between awareness and fear 
for children in primary education, by telling them about the 
concept of resilience. This is also to familiarise them with 
skills with which they can increase their own resilience. The 
musical piece will be rehearsed and performed by children 
from the top classes in primary schools, under the guidance 
of a teacher. The musical can be performed for children from 
the lower classes and parents. In addition 
to the musical, Impact has developed 
complementary teaching material, 
consisting of background information on 
resilience and specific lessons on the 
subject. 
www.impact-kenniscentrum.nl
Contact Ms. Marieke van der Post-Maas, 
m.j.vanderpost@amc.uva.nl
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
Conferences, Trainings and Events  
May 2007 - July 2007

Drought and Drought Mitigation in Europe
Vogt, Jürgen V. and Somma, Francesca
This book is dedicated to the understanding 
of the drought problem in Europe and to 
discussing policy and management options 
to mitigate its impacts. It covers aspects 
from the detection of water stress to the 
planning of mitigation strategies. The 
contributions are written by recognised 
experts in their field and represent a unique 
collection of papers on the topic. 
Available: Kluwer Academic Publishers

Freshwater Ecoregions of Africa and 
Madagascar: A Conservation Assessment
Thieme, Michele L.; Abell, Robin; Stiassny, Melanie 
L. J. S. et al.; and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
World Wildlife Fund has assembled 
teams of scientists to conduct ecological 
assessments of all seven continents. 
Freshwater Ecoregions of Africa and 
Madagascar is the latest contribution, 
presenting in a single volume the first in-
depth analysis of the state of freshwater 
biodiversity across Africa, Madagascar, and 
the islands of the region. 
Available: Island Press, 2005

Deserts: A Firefly Guide 
Stoppato, Marco C. and Bini, Alfredo
Deserts is an abundantly illustrated 
handbook that examines the fascinating 
eco-systems of 49 major deserts. The book 
covers each with concise descriptions and 
quick-reference symbols and charts that 
display vital statistics such as average 
rainfall and temperatures, and expanse.
Publisher: Firefly Books, 2003

Aridity: Droughts and Human Development
Monique Mainguet
At the confluence of environmental science 
and the humanities, this book deals with dry 
ecosystems – aridity, droughts and other 
influences of climate that have an impact on 
land productivity and human survival – the 
societies affected by the characteristics of dry 
lands, and the inventiveness of those living 
under these conditions.
Available: Springer, 1999

Case Studies on Climate Change and World 
Heritage
UNESCO
The UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
released the publication to raise awareness 
about climate change impacts on the World 
Heritage. The report features 26 case studies 
- including the Tower of London, Kilimanjaro 
National Park and the Great Barrier Reef - that 
are representative of the dangers faced by the 
830 sites inscribed on the World Heritage List.
Available: http://whc.unesco.org

Library corner 

MAY
3-6 Aichi, Japan Natural Disaster Youth Summit   

http://ndys.jearn.jp/eng.html
4 Bangkok, Thailand Twenty-sixth session of the IPCC (WMO)   

www.wmo.ch/web/meetingsnew.html
9-11 Bonn, Germany First International Conference “Towards Sustainable Global 

Health”      
www.gemini.de/global-health

13-16 Amsterdam, Netherlands 15th World Congress on Disaster and Emergency Medicine 
www.wcdem2007.org

13-17 Sevilla, Spain  4th International Wildland Fire Conference 
www.wildfire07.es

14-16 Tehran, Iran 5th International Conference on Seismology and Earthquake 
Engineering      
www.iiees.ac.ir/SEE5

14-18 Trieste, Italy Workshop on the Physics of Tsunami, Hazard Assessment 
Methods and Disaster Risk Management     
www.ictp.it

21-24 Ventnor, UK  International Conference on landslides and Climate Change  
www.coastalwight.gov.uk/conference.html 

25-27 Toronto, Canada  3rd International Symposium on Geoinformation for Disaster 
Management (GiDM2007)      
junli@ryerson.ca

30- 11  New York, USA Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-15)   
www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/policy.htm

JUNE
4-5 Istanbul, Turkey International Conference Istanbul 2007: Earthquake Protection of 

Museums       
www.eqprotection-museums.org  

5-7 Geneva, Switzerland First session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 
www.unisdr.org

6-8 Minsk, Belarus IV International Scientific and Research Conference 
“Emergencies: Prevention and Elimination”   
oic_mcs@mcs.infonet.by

7-9 Debrecen, Hungary International Network of Basin Organizations   
7th World General Assembly     
 inbo_2007_ga@oieau.fr 

18-28 Geneva, Switzerland 59th session of the WMO Executive Council   
www.wmo.ch

21-22 Jakarta, Indonesia APCU/AEARU Research Symposium on Earthquake Hazards 
around the Pacific Rim    
http://dir.u-tokyo.ac.jp

24-30 Manila, Philippines Training “Making Governance Gender Responsive”  
www.capwip.org; www.onlinewomeninpolitics.org

25-27 Astana, Kazakhstan Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction 2007  
www.adrc.or.jp 

JULY
2-27 Geneva, Switzerland ECOSOC      

www.un.org/docs/ecosoc/meetings/2007
8-11 Colorado, USA 32nd Annual Hazards Research and Applications Workshop  

www.colorado.edu/hazards
8-11 Toronto, Canada 17th World Conference on Disaster Management   

www.wcdm.org/wcdm_home_html
22-28 Germany The second annual Summer Academy on Social Vulnerability   

Munich Re Foundation and UNU-EHS    
www.munichre-foundation.org

26-27 Shanghai, China International Symposium on the Civil Development Strategy  
gjyth@mfb.sh.cn

DATE LOCATION EVENT

http://www.springer.com/uk/home/generic/search/results?SGWID=3-40109-22-33649783-0
http://www.islandpress.org/books/detail.html/SKU/1-55963-365-4
http://www.fireflybooks.com/advance/bookdetail.asp?id=7002
mailto: inbo_2007_ga@oieau.fr

